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A welcome change to U.S. patent law takes effect today. Going forward, the U.S. Patent Office
will allow patent applications to be filed and prosecuted by the assignee of the invention rather
than the named inventor.
This represents a significant departure from the prior rule, under which the inventor, and only
the inventor, was considered the applicant, even if the inventor had assigned the invention to
another, or was under an obligation to assign the invention to another (to an employer, for
example).
The inventor is still required to complete a declaration. However, the declaration is no longer a
required part of the initial application and, therefore, may be filed any time during prosecution,
up to and including the date on which the issue fee is paid.
International applicants in particular are looking forward to these changes to U.S. patent
practice. Outside the United States patent applications are typically filed in the name of the
employer/assignee and not the inventor. For U.S. applications based on a first‐filed foreign
application, this means that the U.S. application may be filed ‐ and a filing date granted ‐
without the need to secure the signature of the inventor or the need to file a petition for
acceptance of the application without the signature of an uncooperative inventor. This brings
U.S. law into harmony with most of the rest of the world. The procedures for filing a
declaration in lieu of an inventor's signature are also streamlined.
A link to the full announcement is here: http://tinyurl.com/8s36sj9.
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